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Week of September 27– October 3, 2021 

 

OCTOBER EMPHASIS:ADDRESSING PERSONAL FINANCIAL    

CONDUCT 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens must adopt a financial plan based on spiritual      
principles. The Kingdom cannot be advanced nor families made strong without     
seeking God’s spiritual guidance in financial matters. 

WORDS: Work, Give, Save, Spend, Invest 

LESSON FORTY: NO ROOM FOR IDLENESS 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:  

1. What are examples of poor financial choices people make? 

2. What are some excuses lazy people make for not working? 

3. When should we help family, friends, or church members who are not working? 

TEXT: PROVERBS 14:23 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: A QUESTION OF WORK ETHICS 

INTRODUCTION: The Book of Proverbs gives us many insights into life and living, 
including child rearing, marriage, friendship, work, finance, etc., to name a few. Pro. 
22:6 “Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will 
not turn from it.” Pro. 14:1 “The wise woman builds her house, but with her own hands 
the foolish one tears hers down.” Pro. 22:7 “The rich rule over the poor, and the       
borrower is slave to the lender.” Pro. 5:1-2 “My son, pay attention to my wisdom, turn 
your ear to my words of insight, that you may maintain discretion and your lips may 
preserve knowledge.” Pro. 17:17 “A friend loves at all times,  and a brother is born for 
a time of adversity.” Pro. 26:13 “A sluggard says, “There’s a lion in the road,  a fierce 
lion roaming the streets!” These are only a few examples of the wisdom of the        
Proverbs. As we consider taking stock of our financial situation, remember that all of 
life is connected. When a man refuses to work, what happens to his family? When a 
child is rebellious and gets into trouble, how does this affect the finances of a family? 
When a woman accrues debt she cannot repay, what impact can this have on the family? 
It is true that we can be diligent in some areas of life and very lazy in others.  What are 
some examples of this?  

1. THE REWARDS OF HARD WORK (V 23A)  

Proverbs 14:23a NIV - “All hard work brings a profit . . .” Work is noble.  Dr. Tony 
Evans remarked, “God gave Adam a job before He gave Him a wife.” In God’s creative 
plan, He always intended for men and women to work. If you are 50 or older, then you  
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grew up under a system of hard work. Our parents and grandparents were hard workers, 
and they taught us the same. The words were: “If you want to have something, you must 
work for it.” and one of the mantras of the day was, “There is no such thing as a free 
lunch.” Many of these ideas and nuggets of wisdom seem to escape the current          
generation. I am not saying that there are not young people who are willing to work and 
many who are hard workers; however, there are too many ADULT men and women who 
have placed the weight of their provisions on their parents or grandparents. Many will 
say where they will not work without saying where they will work. The proverb we are 
studying this week says, “All hard work brings a profit . . .” Someone once said, “As 
the man builds the house, the house also builds the man.” It is in hard work that we 
learn much about ourselves. We are not limiting hard work to manual labor. A pastor 
may be the harder worker in a church, but never lifts a hammer; a mother may be the 
hardest worker in the family but never receives a paycheck, and a student may be the 
hardest working in a college or university but never lays a brick. Are you willing to do 
the hard work to reap the promised rewards?  

2. THE RESULTS OF LAZINESS (V 23B)  

Proverbs 14:23b “. . . but mere talk leads only to poverty.” Newton’s first law of   
motion states that an object in motion tends to remain in motion, and an object at rest 
tends to remain at rest. This law applies to people. While some are naturally driven to 
complete projects, others are apathetic, requiring motivation to overcome inertia.        
Laziness, a lifestyle for some, is a temptation for all. But the Bible is clear that, because 
the Lord ordained work for man, laziness is sin.  

The Bible has a great deal to say about laziness. Proverbs is especially filled with     
wisdom concerning laziness and warnings to the lazy person. Proverbs tells us that a  
lazy person hates work: “The sluggard’s craving will be the death of him, because his 
hands refuse to work” (21:25); he loves sleep: “As a door turns on its hinges, so a     
sluggard turns on his bed” (26:14); he gives excuses: “The sluggard says, ‘There is a  
lion in the road, a fierce lion roaming the streets’” (26:13); he wastes time and energy: 
“He who is slothful in his work is a brother to him who is a great waster” (18:9 KJV); 
he believes he is wise, but is a fool: “The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes than seven 
men who answer discreetly” (26:16). 

Proverbs also tells us the end in store for the lazy: A lazy person becomes a servant (or 
debtor): “Diligent hands will rule, but laziness ends in slave labor” (12:24); his future is 
bleak: “A sluggard does not plow in season; so at harvest time he looks but finds      
nothing” (20:4); he may come to poverty: “The soul of the lazy man desires and has 
nothing; but the soul of the diligent shall be made rich” (13:4 KJV) (Gotquestions.com). 
How much time do you spend talking about what you will do someday or what you 
will do when you win the lottery, or when you receive your inheritance? The truth 
is, most of us will not do any more with a million dollars than we have done with a 
thousand or ten thousand.  Diligence begins with little things.  
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Week of October 4– October 10, 2021 

OCTOBER EMPHASIS:ADDRESSING PERSONAL FINANCIAL    

CONDUCT 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens must adopt a financial plan based on spiritual       
principles. The Kingdom cannot be advanced nor families made strong without    
seeking God’s spiritual guidance in financial matters. 

WORDS: Work, Give, Save, Spend, Invest 

LESSON FORTY-ONE: GIVING PLEASES GOD 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. From whom did you learn about giving to God or the church? 

2. What were you taught about giving to God or the church? 

3. What or who helped you form your current thinking about giving? Was it a specific 
teaching or practice? 

TEXT: PROVERBS 3:9-10 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: KINGDOM CITIZENS ARE GENEROUS 
PEOPLE 

INTRODUCTION: The Book of Proverbs continues to give us many insights into a 
variety of subjects; money just happens to be one of them. Pro. 22:7 “The rich rule over 
the poor, and the borrower is slave to the lender.” Pro. 11:25 “A generous person will 
prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.” Pro. 22:9 “The generous will 
themselves be blessed, for they share their food with the poor.” One of the blessings of 
being a part of Jehovah Missionary Baptist Church  is being among generous people. It 
has been well said, “You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving.” 
To conduct ourselves properly as followers of Jesus Christ, we must have both a plan 
and a strategy for giving.  As I visit different churches from time to time, I have noticed 
that more and more churches do not lift an offering but place a receptacle at a           
designated place in the rear of the sanctuary or in the foyer. I believe we have a wrong 
idea about giving.  I do not believe people should be guilt into giving or put under  high 
pressure sales tactics, but I do believe that each worshipper should be afforded an      
opportunity to give during the worship experience. There are some who feel that you 
are interrupting the move of the Spirit when you stop for the offering; I beg to differ.  I 
believe that giving is an intricate part of the worship time. We give because God gave. 
What are some of your  thoughts on giving to the work of the Lord?  

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS GROWING THROUGH GIVING (V 9A)  

KINGDOM CITIZENS STRIVING TO 
ADVANCE THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN 
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 “Honor the Lord with your wealth . . .” (3: 9a). When you think of the word ‘honor,’ 
what comes to mind? In this verse, the command is to honor the Lord with our wealth. So, 
what does it mean to honor God? To honor God means to give Him the regard, respect, 
reverence, admiration, adoration, awe, praise, submission, and obedience which are due to 
Him. To honor God means to worship Him in all our attitudes, affections, and actions. If 
we apply these thoughts to our wealth, then this encompasses a lot. Wealth is not limited 
to money; some have more wealth tied up in a business, real estate, stock, bonds,           
retirement, mutual funds, etc. For you and I to HONOR the LORD with our wealth, we 
must consider ALL the wealth we have. 

2. FOR THE KINGDOM CITIZEN, GOD HAS THE PREMIER POSITION IN 
ALL OUR WEALTH (V 9B)  

Honor the Lord with your wealth,  with the firstfruits of all your crops; (NIV). Honor 
the Lord with your possessions, And with the firstfruits of all your increase; (NKJV). To 
honor is to be put in first place.  To honor means to put the spotlight on.  I have met many 
people who prayed for promotions and asked others to do the same, only to leave the 
church once the promotion comes. There are others who give faithfully to the church, but 
only a certain amount because somehow they, or someone around them, have convinced 
them that this amount is too much to give to the church. The thing we often miss is, “I am 
giving through the church not to the church.” I am giving to God. Does my level of giving 
demonstrate that I am a Kingdom Citizen? Does my financial gift through the 
church display honor?  Have I surrendered all of my wealth to the Lord for His use?  
 
3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT GOD IS FAITHFUL TO HIS WORD       
(V 10)  

“ . . . then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new 
wine.” (NIV);  Then he will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will overflow with 
good wine. (NLT). God is faithful to keep His promises; He wants to see if we really trust 
Him. Earlier is this proverb, verses 5-6 (NIV) says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will 
make your paths straight.” God wants to bless us abundantly because He is the God of       
abundance. It takes faith to give to God first; it takes faith to believe that God will cause 
our barns to overflow; however, Hebrews 11:6 says, “And without faith it is impossible to 
please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who earnestly seek him.” Will you choose to please God today by      
placing Him on the highest shelf of your financial priorities and demonstrate that 
you are a Kingdom Citizen?  
 
 

KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT GIVING IS AN EXPRESSION OF 

OUR THANKFULNESS AND PRAISE TO GOD. IT COMES FROM 
A HEART OF WORSHIP THAT RECOGNIZES EVERYTHING BELONGS 

TO THE LORD. 



6 

 

 

 Week of October 11– October 17, 2021 

 

OCTOBER EMPHASIS:ADDRESSING PERSONAL FINANCIAL     

CONDUCT 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens must adopt a financial plan based on spiritual          
principles. The Kingdom cannot be advanced nor families made strong without seeking 
God’s spiritual guidance in financial matters. 

WORDS: Work, Give, Save, Spend, Invest 

LESSON FORTY-TWO: THE VALUE OF SAVING 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. When did you start saving, and what led you to do so? 

2. When and how did you learn the value of a dollar? 

3. Are you aware of any programs or tools that help to teach both children and adults how 
to save? If so, please share? 

TEXT:PROVERBS 6:6-9 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: KINGDOM CITIZENS NEED TO SAVE FOR THE 
FUTURE. 

INTRODUCTION: Life is filled with challenges and changes. Heraclitus, a Greek    
philosopher, has been quoted as saying, “Change is the only constant in life.” I say, “God 
is the only constant in life and death.” Heraclitus is right; however, when he reminds us 
of change as a natural part of life. This lesson focuses on saving  for the future, and those 
who have lived a while know that your financial fortune can change in a heartbeat.      
Regardless of who you are, when difficult times come, if you have some savings, you are 
better off than the person who has nothing. The reality is, without savings, you are       
always dependent on someone else. Emergencies happen, unexpected bills come in the 
mail, and sickness and death can arrive without warning. Do you have a saving’s plan? 
For savings to be effective, it must be deliberate and consistent.  There are those who   
depend on the wealth of others, be it parents, children, friends, or predatory lenders. The 
future will come whether you plan for it or not.  

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT SAVING IS A VOLITIONAL ACT (V 6) 

“Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise!” This verse gives a       
command. It instructs us to take some time to look at the ant. As Kingdom Citizens, we 
must be teachable. The word volitional means something that is done of one’s own will 
or choosing; deliberately. God often places life lessons in the simplest things. We saw 
this when we did parables back in July. What are some things we can learn from the 
ant? Where does the ant get its instinctive desire to prepare for the winter? 
 

 

 

KINGDOM CITIZENS STRIVING TO 
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To save means to prepare; not to save means to be unprepared. Now granted, some can 
save more than others, but everyone must find a way to save even if it is only $5 per week 
or month. Sluggard refers to a lazy person. What are some of the results of laziness? 
 
2. ENDURING SAVINGS COME FROM PERSONAL DECISIONS (VV 7-8) 

 

It (The ant) has no commander,  no overseer or ruler, yet it stores its provisions in    
summer and gathers its food at harvest (VV 7-8). Others may help you get started on a 
savings plan, but in the final analysis, the individual must decide this is what he/she needs 
to do. The ant does not have a boss, a supervisor, or drill sergeant, yet it gathers food   
during days of plenty, in order to be prepared for the lean days when little is available. 
What are some creative ways you have learned to save? With whom have you shared 
these ideas?  How can you help a reluctant person begin a savings plan? According to  
Valuepenguin.com, American households had a median balance of $5,300 and an average 
balance of $41,700 in their transaction bank accounts in 2019, according to data collected 
by the Federal Reserve. Transaction accounts include savings accounts as well as     
checking, money market and call accounts, and prepaid debit cards. The median figure 
gives the best approximation of how much most Americans have saved, since the average 
figure is heavily skewed by high-income outliers with large deposits. Of course, these 
numbers vary even more across different cross-sections and demographics, including 
by age, income, ethnicity and education.  

3. THE KINGDOM IS CALLED TO DILIGENCE. (V 9) 

 
“How long will you lie there, you sluggard? When will you get up from your sleep?” (V 
9) Sleep is a wonderful thing, and we need both sleep and rest, but the author here         
reminds us that too much of anything is not good. To be able to save and provide for     
ourselves and our families, we must learn to balance sleep and work. A sluggard is   
someone who is habitually lazy or inactive. Such a person does not take personal           
responsibility for his or her own life. The word sluggard is used 14 times in the book of 
Proverbs. In each case, the Bible condemns laziness and warns of the consequences of  
being a sluggard. Proverbs 19:24 uses humor to make its point about laziness: “A      
sluggard buries his hand in the dish; he will not even bring it back to his mouth!” Being 
too sluggish to lift a fork to the mouth—that’s true laziness! Proverbs 21:25 repeats the 
theme of laziness leading to lack: “The craving of a sluggard will be the death of him,   
because his hands refuse to work.” Are you a diligent person or a lazy one?  

 

KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT SAVING MONEY IS WORTH THE   
EFFORT. IT GIVES US PEACE OF MIND; IT GIVES US OPTIONS, AND 

THE MORE WE SAVE, THE EASIER IT BECOMES TO ACCUMULATE          
ADDITIONAL SAVINGS. 

 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/laziness-Bible.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Book-of-Proverbs.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Book-of-Proverbs.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2019.24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2021.25
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Week of October 18– October 24, 2021 

 

OCTOBER EMPHASIS:ADDRESSING PERSONAL FINANCIAL     

CONDUCT 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens must adopt a financial plan based on spiritual          
principles. The Kingdom cannot be advanced nor families made strong without seeking 
God’s spiritual guidance in financial matters. 

WORDS: Work, Give, Save, Spend, Invest 

LESSON FORTY-THREE: SPENDING WISELY 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. What was the worst purchase you ever made and why? 

2. In your estimation, what are examples of wise spending habits?  

3. How can you help a friend or family member who constantly demonstrates poor    
spending choices? 

TEXT: PROVERBS 21:20 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: MAKING GOOD SPENDING CHOICES 

INTRODUCTION: In the context of biblical headings, the Book of Proverbs falls under 
Wisdom Literature. This book has much to say about money and its use.  It is important 
for us to remember that ALL financial decisions are connected; ALL life decisions are 
connected. You and I are whole people - body, mind, spirit and soul. Every decision brings 
about a consequence, good or bad. This is also true when it comes to money. Some have 
consistently made very good money choices while others have consistently made poor 
money choices. I believe the younger a person is when he or she is taught how to shop  
rather than just buy items, the better off he/she will be as an adult. Most of us who have 
poor spending habits developed them as children. What resources are available to teach 
children about good money management? One thing that some have used is The Giving 
Bank. Check it out at Amazon.com. It is designed to help teach children about saving, 
spending and giving. Check out this audio presentation entitled How Your Childhood 
Impacts Your View Of Money https://www.moneywise.org/how-your-childhood-
impacts-your-view-of-money-129  

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS NEED TO BE WISE PEOPLE (V 20A) 

“The wise store up choice food and olive oil . .”  (20a) (NIV). Jesus said,  “For the    
people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people 
of the light.” Luke 16:8b. Proverbs 2:6 says, “For the Lord gives wisdom; from his 
mouth comes knowledge and understanding.” Proverbs 2:13-14, “Wisdom will save 
you from the ways of wicked men, from men whose words are perverse, who have left  

 

 

KINGDOM CITIZENS STRIVING TO 
ADVANCE THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN 

https://www.moneywise.org/art-rainer/how-your-childhood-impacts-your-view-of-money-129
https://www.moneywise.org/art-rainer/how-your-childhood-impacts-your-view-of-money-129
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the straight paths to walk in dark ways, but fools gulp theirs down.” Kingdom Citizens 
should be known for their wisdom, not for their folly.  The reality is we all have, or at 
least, most of us have fallen for a get rich quick scheme, a product that was going to be 
the best thing since sliced bread, or a sure fire investment that was anything but sure. 
However, as we grow in wisdom, we should make kingdom-like decisions. The wise 
have a plan; they stick to the plan, and learn life principles that sustain them throughout 
their lives. Don’t look down on others who might not be making the best spending     
decisions at the moment; just remember, we all had to learn. Offer grace even to the 
spendthrift.  

2.  KINGDOM CITIZENS CAN BE FOOLISH (V 20B) 

“The wise store up choice food and olive oil, but fools gulp theirs down.” (NIV) The 
NLT says, “The wise have wealth and luxury, but fools spend whatever they get.” (V 
20). No one wants to be called a fool or be considered one. However, the tree is known 
by the fruit it bears. As we delve into the verse, we must admit that the person who does 
not plan for the future, the person who spends all he or she has today is acting very   
foolishly. Knowledge gives us information; wisdom instructs us how to use it       
properly. It is never wise to ‘spend whatever you get.’ What wise spending choice did 
you make recently?  

3. HOW DOES THE BIBLE DESCRIBE A FOOL? 

The Bible has much to say about fools. The word fool today usually means “a senseless 
fellow, a dullard.” The biblical definition has the added dimension of “someone who 
disregards God’s Word.” The Bible lists many characteristics of such a person, often 
contrasting him with one who is wise. Ecclesiastes 10:2 says, “The heart of the wise   
inclines to the right, but the heart of the fool to the left.” A fool is one whose wayward 
heart turns continually toward foolishness. “Fools speak foolishness and make evil 
plans” (Isaiah 32:6). Proverbs 26:11 says, “As a dog returns to its vomit, so fools repeat 
their folly.” Fools do not learn their lessons from the mistakes they make. They continue 
doing the same foolish things over and over again, to their own destruction (Proverbs 
18:7). A fool hates knowledge (Proverbs 1:22), takes no pleasure in understanding 
(Proverbs 18:2), enjoys wicked schemes (Proverbs 10:23), proclaims folly (Proverbs 
12:23), spurns a parent’s discipline (Proverbs 15:5), speaks perversity (Proverbs 19:1), 
is quick-tempered (Proverbs 12:16), gets himself in trouble with his proud speech 
(Proverbs 14:3), mocks at sin (Proverbs 14:9), is deceitful (Proverbs 14:8). When it 
comes to money and life, are you relying on the wisdom of God to help you make wise 
choices?  

 

KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THE WISE SPENDER USES WHAT 

HE/SHE NEEDS FOR TODAY, GIVES GENEROUSLY, AND SAVES 
SOME FOR TOMORROW.  

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eccles%2010.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2032.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2026.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2018.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2018.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%201.22
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2018.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2010.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2012.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2012.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2015.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2019.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2012.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2014.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2014.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2014.8
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 Week of October 25– October 31, 2021 

 

OCTOBER EMPHASIS:ADDRESSING PERSONAL FINANCIAL    

CONDUCT 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens must adopt a financial plan based on spiritual princi-
ples. The Kingdom cannot be advanced nor families made strong without seeking 
God’s spiritual guidance in financial matters. 

WORDS: Work, Give, Save, Spend, Invest 

LESSON FORTY-FOUR: THE VALUE OF WISE INVESTING 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. When you consider financial investment, what are some of the various options? 

2. How might we as African-Americans benefit from an Investing Workshop? 

3. Why should Kingdom Citizens invest rather than just save money? 

TEXT: ECCLESIASTES 11:1-6 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: KINGDOM CITIZENS AND THE WORLD OF 
INVESTING 

INTRODUCTION: When it comes to investing financially, for some, it is all Greek. 
For others, it is as natural as drinking a cup of coffee. As African Americans, many of us 
were both taught and challenged to save something every month, but only introduced to 
investing much later in life. Some were afraid of losing their savings; therefore, never 
took a chance whether it be the Stock Market, Mutual Funds, Real Estate, or some other 
vehicle. Investing means to spend money with the expectation of achieving a profit or 
material result by putting it into financial plans, shares, or property, or by using it to   
develop a commercial venture; to allocate money with the expectation of a positive  
benefit/return in the future. We know that the word ‘expectation’ is key in the last     
sentence. Yes, we expect a positive return, but of course that is not always the case. One 
of the key components of investing is TIME. Many are looking for an immediate return; 
this is not an investing mindset. The investing mindset says you must learn to ride out 
the market, the highs and the lows. Investing for the Future by Larry Burkett is a great 
resource, and this site has a plethora of resources, Sound Mind Investing - https://
soundmindinvesting.org/. There are many resources out there if you are interested. 
There are investment bankers and financial planners. The two resources above offer a 
biblical perspective on investing.  

1. INVESTING INVOLVES TAKING A CHANCE (VV 1-2) 

vv. 1-2 “Ship your grain across the sea; after many days you may receive a return.  
Invest in seven ventures, yes, in eight; you do not know what disaster may come upon  

KINGDOM CITIZENS STRIVING TO 
ADVANCE THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN 

https://soundmindinvesting.org/
https://soundmindinvesting.org/
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the land.” (NIV). (NLT) says, “Send your grain across the seas, and in time, profits 
will flow back to you. But divide your investments among many places,  for you do not 
know what risks might lie ahead.” What are the investing principles from these two 
verses: 1. If you are going to make a profit, you must let go of what you have currently, 
Ship your grain or send your grain. To make money, you must invest money. 2. You 
must give your money time to grow. What other principles do you see here?  

 

2. INVESTING INVOLVES WORK; NOTHING VENTURED, NOTHING 
GAINED. (VV 3-4) 

 

(VV. 3-4) “If clouds are full of water, they pour rain on the earth. Whether a tree falls 
to the south or to the north, in the place where it falls, there it will lie. Whoever 
watches the wind will not plant; whoever looks at the clouds will not reap.” Two    
principles from these verses: 1. Hard work leads to a logical end. Rain comes from 
heavy clouds, and a tree that is cut down will fall to the ground. Effort equals reward.  2. 
If you allow ‘possible’ circumstances keep you from investing, no planting, no reaping 
(V 4). The best investors know the condition of their flocks, know the condition of their 
real estate, and stay in close touch with their broker.  

 

3. INVESTING INVOLVES TRUSTING GOD. (VV 5-6) 

 

(VV. 5-6) “As you do not know the path of the wind, or how the body is formed in a 
mother’s womb, so you cannot understand the work of God, the Maker of all things. 
Sow your seed in the morning, and at evening let your hands not be idle, for you do 
not know which will succeed, whether this or that,  or whether both will do equally 
well.” The one thing we do not want to happen when we invest is to lose money. This is 
where faith comes in. No matter how good you are as an investor or how good your 
broker is, you will lose money or value from time to time; therefore, we must learn to 
trust God. DO NOT invest in anything without praying. Let the Lord lead you by His 
Word and His Spirit. Verses 5 and 6 remind us that the outcome is not in man’s hands; it 
is in God’s hand, and we must trust Him. Our responsibility is not to be idle, doing 
nothing. We need active faith to live the Christian life, and investing is just one       
component. No one knows the future but God. Trust Him to lead you. What else can 
we learn from these verses?   

 

KINGDOM CITIZENS MUST BE AS FULLY ENGAGED FINANCIALLY 
AS WE ARE SPIRITUALLY. MONEY IS NOT EVIL;  

IT IS A MEDIUM OF EXCHANGE.  
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Week of November 1– November 7, 2021  

 

NOVEMBER EMPHASIS:BEING THANKFUL 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens know that they should be thankful for every blessing 
and that they should show gratitude to God for all of His many blessings.  

WORDS: Thanksgiving, Gratitude, Harvest, Blessings 

LESSON FORTY-FIVE: THE PROPER APPROACH FOR OUR PETITIONS 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. What are some of the things that cause you the most anxiety, pains, or grief?  

2. How do you rejoice and give thanks to God even in the midst of your trials and       
disappointments?  

3. Why do you think people do not take everything to God in prayer?  

TEXT: PHILIPPIANS 4:4-9 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT IF 
THEY FOLLOW THE DIRECTIVES AND ACTIVATE THE COMMANDS AND 
PROMISES FOUND IN PHILIPPIANS 4:4-9, THEY CAN LIVE A LIFE OF JOY 
AND PEACE AND BE PLEASING TO GOD 

INTRODUCTION: The apostle Paul tells us in Philippians 4:12-14 that he had found 
the secret of how to live a committed and glorious life of peace and contentment while     

enduring and dealing with trials and temptations. In Philippians 4:4-9, the apostle       
instructs us on how to avoid the pitfalls of living in gloom and doom as we navigate 
through this life. What the apostle tells us may not be easy, but it is possible and         
necessary if we are to be pleasing to God.  

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS UNDERSTAND THAT TO HAVE JOY AND PEACE 
THEY MUST MAKE THE CHOICE TO CAREFULLY AND STRICTLY          
ADHERE TO THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES FOUND IN GOD’S WORD.  

 

Being at peace and rejoicing are really difficult to do when you are experiencing      
hardships and troubles; yet, we are commanded to “ Rejoice in the Lord always. I will 
say it again Rejoice!” (NIV) The Apostle Paul tells us in Philippians 4:12-14 that even 
he had to “learn how to” rejoice and be content while suffering because it is not an easy 
thing to do. Whether we live in peace and contentment or live a life focused on our 
problems and frustrated by our inabilities to fight and win battles on our own is           
determined by the choices we make and whether we have “learned how to”. We cannot 
control many of the things that happen to us or around us. However, we can  
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control how we react to those things. When trouble arises, we can choose to either 
“curse the darkness or light a candle”. Kingdom Citizens should always choose to light 
the candle of “Rejoicing”. When we awake each morning, we should make the choice 
and declare our intentions for the day as, “This is a day that the Lord has made, and I 
will rejoice and be glad in it!” There will always be something to rejoice about just as 
there will always be something that we can complain about. In verse 5, we are further 
instructed to “Let everyone see that you are considerate in all you do. Remember, the 
Lord is coming soon.” (NLT) 

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEY CAN ALWAYS GO TO GOD IN 
PRAYER KNOWING THAT WHATEVER CONCERNS THEM, CONCERNS 
GOD  

 

In verse 6, we are commanded, “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about    
everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all He has done.” (NLT) 
“Don’t worry about anything; instead pray about everything” does not mean that 
we are not to be concerned about the occurrences in our lives or about the lives of     
others. I Corinthians 3:9 and Proverbs 6:6-11 tell us that we have a responsibility and 
a part to do in carrying out God’s plans for our welfare and that of others. However, it 
does mean that, in and by itself, worrying is fruitless and has no positive benefits, as  
stated by Jesus in Matthew 6:27, “Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour 
to your life?” Worrying will get you nothing but wasted time, more worries, and health  
issues. Therefore, when troubles arise or problems occur, rather than to worry, through 
prayer and thanksgiving, you are to “Cast all your burdens upon God” (I  Peter 5:7). 
When you pray, don’t tell God how big your problem is, but tell your problem how big 
your God is. He will fight for you. He has never lost a battle, and He never will. When 
you have submitted and released everything to God in prayer and thanked Him, “Then 
you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds  anything we can understand. His 
peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.” (V 7 NLT)   
 

3. EVERY ASPECT OF A KINGDOM CITIZEN’S LIFE SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
STAND AS EXAMPLES FOR THE WORLD TO SEE AND FOLLOW  

 

Verse 8 tells us that in order to maintain peace and contentment, our thoughts must be 
pure and our minds focused on godliness. “And now, dear brothers and sisters, one  
final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, 
and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of 
praise.” In verse 9, Apostle Paul offers his own life up as an example worthy to be      
imitated by others. “Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen 
in me-put it into practice.” Then he tells us of the reward of doing so: “And the God of 
peace will be with you.” Every Kingdom Citizens should live in such a way that others 
will be able to see God in them. As much as possible, we should fellowship, observe, 
and work with others who are putting forth every effort to advance the Kingdom of God 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Week of November 8– November 14, 2021 

 

NOVEMBER EMPHASIS:BEING THANKFUL 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens know that they should be thankful for every blessing 
and that they should show gratitude to God for all of His many blessings.  

WORDS: Thanksgiving, Gratitude, Harvest, Blessings 

LESSON FORTY-SIX: BEING GRATEFUL TO EACH OTHER 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. How do you feel and respond when you have gone out of your way to do, say or give 
something special to someone and they fail to show or express any gratitude to you? 

2. What are ways that you can express your gratitude to others?  

3. Which do you most often express gratitude for: what is said, what is given, or what is 
done for you? Why? 

 

TEXT: EPHESIANS 5:18-20 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: KINGDOM CITIZENS MUST REALIZE 
THAT IT IS OF THE GREATEST IMPORTANCE FOR THEM TO ESTABLISH, 
SECURE, AND ADHERE TO THE HIGHEST STANDARD OF SOUND         
DOCTRINE AND BE ABLE TO ARTICULATE WITH CONFIDENCE AND 
CERTAINTY THEIR BELIEFS. 

INTRODUCTION: In Ephesians 5:18-20, two imperative and controversial statements 
are found which have been the cause of much debate and divisions among the people of 
God today. We can’t be completely sure whether at the time that Apostle Paul wrote this 
letter to the growing Christians of Ephesus if drunkenness was a particular problem or 
not.  However, we do know that he felt compelled to write to them concerning the   
drinking of wine.  

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEIR FAITH AND BELIEFS MUST 
BE ESTABLISHED ON A SOLID FOUNDATION  
 

There are at least two different schools of thought and a diversity of interpretations on 
Ephesians 5:18; “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery…” There are 
those who stand on the premises and beliefs that Ephesians 5:18 means complete         
abstinence from wine and alcohol except for medicinal purposes. The rationale here is 
promoted by interpretation of the direct quote of “…which leads to debauchery…”.   
Debauchery means “excessive indulgence in sensual pleasures: behavior involving sex,  
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drugs, alcohol, etc.” Therefore, instead of being filled with wine, we are to be filled with 
the Spirit. Those who are full of wine are not likely to be full of the Spirit. There are 
other people who believe that it is all right to drink wine or alcohol as long as you can 
be decent and not get drunk. This group bases their belief on the viewpoint that if the 
Apostle Paul’s intentions or convictions were that everyone should abstain from     
drinking wine or alcohol, then he could and would have easily said so; instead, the 
Apostle simply commanded, “Do not get ‘drunk’ on wine which leads to debauchery.” 
This rationale does not put much emphasis or consideration on the wordings, “which 
leads to debauchery.” The fact is most drinkers do not realize that they are drinking too 
much until they are drunk. By then it is too late. Drunkards usually begin by being 
“social and casual” drinkers; then they progress on to other addictions.   

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS REALIZE THAT THE FILLING OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT PRODUCES A CHANGE IN BEHAVIOR (V 19) 
 

The filling of the Holy Spirit produces a change in behavior as is evident in the Book of 
Acts, when once timid disciples became flaming evangelists for Jesus Christ after being 
“filled with the Holy Spirit”. Being filled with the Spirit does not mean being "out of 
control" in the sense of some highly charismatic display of emotions. We all must       
remember that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ, and He is the One who brings out 
Christ's presence in our lives. Most theologians agree that in order to be “filled with the 
Holy Spirit,”, we need two things: emptiness and openness. You can't fill a jar that is 
already full, and you can't fill a jar that is not open. We can’t be filled with the Spirit 
while we have unconfessed sins within us. Until we have “emptied” ourselves and    
taken care of all sins that have emerged in our lives, and the wrong that we have done 
before God and to others, can we be filled with the Holy Spirit 
 

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS SHOULD KNOW THAT WHAT COMES OUT OF 
THE MOUTH IS A GREAT INDICATOR OF WHAT IS IN THE HEART  

 

The first evidence Apostle Paul records that identifies a person who is “filled with the 
Spirit” is the character of the words that come out of their mouths. He mentioned two 
practical results of the filling of the Spirit: singing and having a thankful heart, “giving 
thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (VV 
19-20) “Spirit filled” people are thankful people. However, there are people who will 
say, “Thank you”, but they are not truly thankful. Thankfulness is something we learn 
and grow into. It is so easy to fall into the trap of responding to God's gracious gifts by 
thinking, "This is nice, but I'd like a little more." The story is told of a mother and her 
four year old daughter who were strolling through an open-air market. As the little girl 
stared at a large pile of oranges, a generous vendor took one from the table and gave it 
to her.  "What do you say to the nice man?" the mother asked her daughter. The little girl 
looked at the orange, then thrust it toward the man and said, "Peel it!" What might be 
excusable in a four year old would be rude and ungrateful from an older child or adult.   
 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/ephesians/5-19.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/ephesians/5-20.html
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Week of November 15– November 21, 2021 

 

NOVEMBER EMPHASIS:BEING THANKFUL 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens know that they should be thankful for every blessing 
and that they should show gratitude to God for all of  His many blessings.  

WORDS: Thanksgiving, Gratitude, Harvest, Blessings 

LESSON FORTY-SEVEN: GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. What things are you most thankful for? 

2. Can you think of a time or an occasion when you should have said, “Thank you” to 
someone, but failed to do so? When and why?  

3. Name some ways in which a person can tell whether they are growing closer to God 
or farther away from Him? 

TEXT: JEREMIAH 33:10-11 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: GOD CHASTISES THOSE WHOM HE 
LOVES, BUT HE NEVER LEAVES THEM. GOD WANTS THE BEST FOR YOU 
AND  WANTS TO RESTORE YOU BACK TO HIM 

INTRODUCTION: Before Jeremiah was born, God prepared and ordained him for the 
work of a prophet. Jeremiah has often been referred to as the “weeping prophet”         
because he mourned the sins of his people and grieved at his own lack of success in  
getting them to change, despite his prophetic warnings of the consequences thereof.  
Though Israel was and had been in a state of misery as a result of their constant and 
chronic sin and rebellion against God, Jeremiah encourages these suffering and destitute 
people  that God was going to restore their joy and prosperity.      

 
1. KINGDOM CITIZENS MUST UNDERSTAND THAT GOD IS ALWAYS 
READY TO RECONCILE THEM BACK TO HIM 
 
For 70 years, Judah had constantly ignored the warnings of Jeremiah. They repeatedly 
rebelled and sinned against God. As a result, they were taken into captivity after fighting 
battle after battle in which they could never win. The people of Judah and Jerusalem had 
made an analysis and assessment concerning the status and present condition of their 
home land and themselves. Verse 10 gives the result of their analysis. “This is what 
the Lord says: ‘You say about this place, it is a desolate waste, without people or     
animals. Yet in the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem that are                   
deserted, inhabited by neither people nor animals…’’’ Every Kingdom Citizen should  
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periodically do an objective spiritual analysis of his or her life to see he or she has      
become desolate, unproductive, and unfruitful. In any areas of your life that are broken 
down, God can restore them. If you no longer find joy, peace or fulfilment in your 
home, on your job, in your ministry, or in yourself, God can revive and repair it all. If 
there is a breakdown in your relations with friends, family members, or even between 
you and God, the “Potter” wants to put you back together again. Just let Him. God’s 
mercy shines even in the darkest places. He can look behind the “Happy face Mask” 
that you wear for the public and see your  fears, sadness and loneliness.   

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT GOD IS A GOD OF A SECOND 
CHANCE   
 

In verses 10 and 11, God was saying to the people of Judah that He had heard their     
dismal and conclusive analysis on the status and condition of them and their land. Even 
while the people could only see destruction, God made a promise that He would  restore 
and heal them. “Yet in the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem that are         
deserted, inhabited by neither people nor animals, there will be heard once more  the 
sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of the bride and bridegroom, and the voices of 
those who bring thank offerings to the house of the Lord.” Regardless of how bleak 
and impossible a situation is or how long it has existed. God can change it and turn it 
around. There is nothing too hard for God to do. He can turn your darkest night into the 
brightest day. Though weeping may endure for a night, joy will come in the morning. 
Regardless of how bleak your life is, God can restore and bring newness and joy back 
into your life. God is not through with you yet. 
 

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEY SHOULD ALWAYS BE   
THANKFUL TO GOD FOR WHO HE IS AND WHAT HE HAS DONE AND IS 
DOING IN THEIR LIVES  

 
Verse 11 tells us that when God restores the land and the people, gladness and joy will 
once more prevail and God will be praised for this “the sounds of joy and gladness, the 
voices of bride and bridegroom, and the voices of those who bring thank offerings to 
the house of the Lord, saying ‘Give thanks to the Lord Almighty, for the Lord is 
good; His love endures forever.” When God’s people return to Him, He gives them 
righteousness, peace and all needed supplies for temporal wants and their comforts. 
“For I will restore the fortunes of the land as they were before, says the Lord.” 
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Week of November 22– November 28, 2021 
 

NOVEMBER EMPHASIS:BEING THANKFUL 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens know that they should be thankful for every blessing 
and that they should show gratitude to God for all of  His many blessings.  

WORDS: Thanksgiving, Gratitude, Harvest, Blessings 

LESSON FORTY-EIGHT: THANKING GOD FOR MY JOURNEY 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. How often do you express sincere gratitude to God? 

2. What are some of the ways that you show your gratitude to God?  

3. How do you respond or feel when someone shows expressions of gratitude to you for 
something you have said or done? 

TEXT: ISAIAH 62:5-8 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: THERE IS NO ONE NOR ANY AUTHORITY 
HIGHER THAN GOD 

INTRODUCTION: The land of Israel laid desolate for almost 19 centuries as a result 
of the people’s sins and constant disobedience to God. Isaiah wrote these passages to 
encourage the Israelites during the delays of their deliverance with promises of the great 
things that God would do for them after their return from captivity. In these passages of 
Scriptures, the message of God’s love, commitment, and promises of hope for            
restoration are just as powerful and relevant for God’s people today as it was then. 

 
1. KINGDOM CITIZENS SHOULD COMMIT THEIR LIVES TOTALLY TO 
GOD AND SHOULD LIVE IN SUCH WAYS AS TO BE A DELIGHT TO HIM  
 

To illustrate God’s love and commitment to the Israelites and what He was going to do 
for them, Isaiah used the analogy of marriage, whereby God is referred to as the 
“Builder” and “Bridegroom” and Israel as the “Bride”. God was going to restore and 
bring her out of captivity and allow her to return and again possess her native homeland. 
God was also going to bound and indissolubly unite and commit Himself to her with all 
the promises and commitment that a young man makes to his bride in marriage: to  
cherish and protect her, and to be ready to live and die for her. Both God and the people 
of Israel would greatly rejoice over this restored union. Israel would no longer be called 
forsaken, and her land would no longer be barren and desolate. Her “Builder” would 
build her up and make her strong again. “As a young man marries a young woman, so 
will your Builder marry you; as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God  
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rejoice over you”. (NIV) What God had done for Israel, He wants to do for you. He 
wants to forgive, refine, and restore you back to Himself. He wants you to be His Bride 
and He your Bridegroom. Are you willing to accept Him as your Bridegroom? Are you 
willing to completely submit and commit yourself to Him; to honor and obey Him for 
the rest of your life, in sickness and health, in good times and bad times, forsaking all 
others (that is having no other gods), but keeping Him only? If you will, then say, “Yes, 
Lord, I do. I accept you as my Lord and Savior, right now and forevermore.  
 
2. KINGDOM CITIZENS SHOULD PRAY WITHOUT CEASING AND KNOW 
THAT GOD HAS BUILT A HEDGE OF PROTECTION AROUND THEM  
 

In God’s loving care for Israel, He selected and placed in position specific people as 
watchmen to protect, watch over, and pray for His people. God has also done the same 
thing for us today. God’s watchmen then and now are spokesmen for Him who are not 
to succumb to cowardly silence, but are to always take every opportunity to give     
warnings to sinners and encouragement to the saints of God. At all times, in season and 
out of season, they were to boldly speak and say exactly, whatever, whenever, and to 
whomever God instructed them to speak to. “I have posted watchmen on your walls, 
Jerusalem; they will never be silent day or night.’’ (V 6)Though watchmen were to 
pray for the people of Israel, the people were also expected to persistently pray to God 
and not stop until the fulfillment of His promises to them takes place. “You who call on 
the Lord, give yourselves no rest, and give him no rest till he establishes Jerusalem 
and makes her the praise of the earth.” They were to constantly and persistently pray 
and remind God of His promises both all day and all night; it is not because God is    
forgetful or needs to be reminded, but because He requires our prayers as a prerequisite 
to doing what he has promised and because we need to reminded of what we are asking 
for. 

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEY CAN TAKE GOD AT HIS 
WORD. WHAT HE PROMISES, HE CAN PERFORM   

Whenever Israel’s enemies had overrun them, other people would come in and take 
their crops and the land and places that they had built up. This persisted throughout the 
history of Israel. Isaiah was delivering an astounding message of hope and assurance 
from God that He would not allow this to happen to them anymore. “The LORD has 
sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm: never again will I give your grain as 
food for your enemies, and never again will foreigners drink the new wine for which 
you have toiled;” (V 8 NIV). As Kingdom Citizens, we know that it is not necessary for 
God to “Swear an oath” because God can not lie nor has He ever said anything and not 
kept His Word. However, here it is written, “The Lord has sworn by His right hand 
and by His mighty arm.” This statement gave additional assurance, peace and           
confirmation to the Israelites. Notice that God had to swear by “His right hand and His 
mighty arm” because there is no greater power or authority than He Himself. This 
shows to what extent and limits that God will go to give comfort and added assurance to 
His  people. God has guaranteed His love and promises to us through His Son, Jesus. 
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Week of November 29– December 5, 2021 
 

 

DECEMBER EMPHASIS:THANKING GOD FOR THE KINGDOM 

JOURNEY 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens can look back on the old year with gratitude while 
looking forward to the new year with great anticipation that the God who brought us 
thus far will reveal even greater things to us in the days ahead. Only God!!  

WORDS:  Looking back, Pressing on, Worthy, Blessing 

LESSON FORTY-NINE: A GOD WORTHY OF PRAISE 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. What’s one thing you desire from the Lord as you look to the new year ? 

2. What’s been one of your biggest challenges in 2021? 

3. What are some reasons you have personally to thank God?  

TEXT: PSALM 96:1-6 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: KINGDOM CITIZENS HONORING THEIR 
KING 

INTRODUCTION: In our lives, there are many occasions for praise and honor. We   
salute the new teachers of the year. We congratulate the newly elected mayor. We honor 
those who have received promotions on their jobs as well as those who reached a new 
rank in the military, police department or fire department. Daily we praise and honor 
people for a multitude of things.  But do we take time each day just to honor and praise 
our God for all His goodness to us? Who is this God we call on daily? What are some 
words you use to describe His character and His person?  Do you as a Kingdom Citizen 
honor God Almighty as your King? I believe that one of our great challenges is           
understanding the consistency of our God. As someone has said, “God is equally present 
in every moment.” When we think of praise, which we often couple with thanksgiving, 
we think of the Good. Job said to his wife, “You are talking like a foolish[b] woman. 
Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” God is worthy of praise in our    
sorrows as much as He is worthy of praise in our success, good fortune, or good health  
report. Have you limited your praise to the ‘good times’?  

1. EVERY CHRISTIAN SHOULD HAVE A SONG OF PRAISE  (VV. 1-2) 

“Sing a new song to the Lord! Let the whole earth sing to the Lord! Sing to the Lord; 
praise his name.  Each day proclaim the good news that he saves.” (VV 1-2 NIV)  
These two verses contain several calls that all focus on the Lord: a song to sing, a praise  
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that is due, and a proclamation that should be made.  The Psalmist calls us to sing a new 
song.  Most of us have an old song we like to sing, and there is nothing wrong with that, 
but when you consider what God is doing in this season, we need a song that speaks of 
our current praise. Next, we are called to praise the Lord. Do you have designated 
praise times in your schedule? Is praise on your calendar? And finally, we are called to       
proclaim the good news. The good news is that the Lord saved us, and He continues to 
save people.  When was the last time you told someone about your salvation? And when 
was the last time you shared with someone their need for salvation? We have a story to 
tell to the nations, we have a testimony to share with a neighbor, and we have a charge 
to keep.  Will you proclaim that good news that Jesus saves?  

 

2. CHRISTIANS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING CHRIST KNOWN  

(VV 3-4) 

“Publish his glorious deeds among the nations. Tell everyone about the amazing 
things he does. Great is the Lord! He is most worthy of praise! He is to be feared 
above all gods.” (VV 3-4 NIV) Revelation 4:10–11 describe a scene in heaven: “The 
twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne and . . . lay their 
crowns before the throne and say: ‘You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive   
glory and honor and power.’” The words translated “glory” and “honor” are closely  
related and often used interchangeably in the Bible. But there is a subtle difference     
between them. The word most often translated “glory” means “something that has       
inherent, intrinsic worth”, while the word translated “honor” means “perceived value; to 
render or esteem glorious.” Glory is a quality inherent in the one being glorified. Glory 
can be thought of as a mirror that accurately reflects what is there. When we accurately 
reflect the character of God, we glorify Him. To glorify God is to honor Him for who 
He really is. God has glory because He is infinitely valuable. (gotquestions.com) As we 
consider the meaning of glory and honor, we bring glory to God when we exalt His 
name; we bring glory to His Name when we publish it among the nations, and our      
willingness to share this good news above everything else we talk about, demonstrates 
that He is worthy of praise. Are you making Him known?  He is to be feared above all 
gods.  
 
3. CHRISTIANS MUST DECLARE THAT THE LORD IS OUR GOD (VV 5-6) 

 

“The gods of other nations are mere idols, but the Lord made the heavens! Honor 
and majesty surround him; strength and beauty fill his sanctuary.” (VV 5-6 NIV) 
We are called to extol the majesty of our God. In fact, we are called to announce that the 
gods of ALL the other nations are idols. Yes, all the other gods are idols. I know for 
some of us this may be difficult, but the Bible teaches us that there is only one true God. 
We as Kingdom Citizens have the awesome privilege of making His name glorious in 
all the earth. Glory and honor and praise and strength be to our God forever and ever, 
Amen!  
        

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%204.10%E2%80%9311
https://www.gotquestions.org/heaven-like.html
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Week of December 6– December 12, 2021 
 

DECEMBER EMPHASIS:THANKING GOD FOR THE KINGDOM 

JOURNEY 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens can look back on the old year with gratitude while 
looking forward to the new year with great anticipation that the God who brought us 
thus far will reveal even greater things to us in the days ahead. Only God!!  

WORDS:  Looking back, Pressing on, Worthy, Blessing 

LESSON FIFTY: PRESSING ON 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. What in your life has been difficult to get past, over or through? 

2. What is one of the spiritual challenges you have faced? 

3. What are some things we can do to move forward spiritually when we feel stuck? 

TEXT: PHILIPPIANS 3:12-14 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: CHRIST FOLLOWERS KNOW THE                
IMPORTANCE OF SHARING THEIR TESTIMONY. 

INTRODUCTION: The Epistle to the Philippians, one of Paul’s prison epistles, was 
written in Rome. It was at Philippi, which the apostle visited on his second missionary 
journey (Acts 16:12), that Lydia and the Philippian jailer and his family were converted 
to Christ. Now, some few years later, the church was well established, as may be        
inferred from its address which includes “bishops (elders) and deacons” (Philippians 
1:1). The occasion of the epistle was to acknowledge a gift of money from the church at 
Philippi, brought to the apostle by Epaphroditus, one of its members (Philippians 4:10-
18). This is a tender letter to a group of Christians who were especially close to the 
heart of Paul (2 Corinthians 8:1-6), and comparatively little is said about doctrinal   
error. In Chapter one, Paul talks about his imprisonment; in chapter two, he focuses on 
the humility of Christ.  When we get to chapter 3, Paul begins to share his testimony 
(VV 1-11). This leads us to our text for today’s lesson.  

1. FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST NEVER REACH PERFECTION IN THIS LIFE.  

 
“Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I 
press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.” (V 12 NIV). 
Even though Paul walked closely with the Lord, he wanted his readers to understand 
that he had not achieved perfection, but that he pressed, worked hard, pursued and     
continued to move toward the goal for which Christ Jesus took hold of him. God does  
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not require perfection; He requires maturity and growth. One author shares some great 
insights about pressing. Press(ure): an Unavoidable Part of Spiritual Transformation. If 
you Really Want to Change, Expect Some Resistance. Pressure is the sensation (or           
discomfort) experienced by the exertion of a continuous force against anything which 
this force is trying to affect. Life exerts pressure. The life force demands continuous 
fuel. Nothing grows without being fed. Are you pressing toward a spiritual goal?  

2. CHRIST FOLLOWERS MUST LEARN TO LEAVE THE PAST IN THE PAST   

“Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one 
thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,” (V 13 
NIV). There is no moving forward without letting go of the past. To reach a goal,    
physical, financial or spiritual, we must acknowledge the failures or shortcomings of the 
past, but with our sights set on a different course for our futures. Spiritually speaking, 
we have all made mistakes, and we have all sinned. The cutest, prettiest, the most   
handsome, the most athletic, the poorest, the wealthiest, the smartest, and the dumbest 
have all sinned.  Each of us has a past, and each of us can work hard to make our      
present and future better. Paul said, not only am I putting my past behind me, but I am 
STRAINING toward what is ahead. To move forward will not be easy, and the more 
challenges you have from your past, the more difficult moving ahead might be.         
Remember this: Greater is he who is within me than he who is in the world, and I can 
do all things through Christ who gives me strength. I John 4:4 and Phil. 4:13.  
 

3. CHRIST FOLLOWERS MUST HAVE HEAVEN IN VIEW 
 

 “I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward 
in Christ Jesus.” (V 14 NIV) There is that word again, PRESS. However, it is more 
than just pressing.  I watched the NBA finals this year, and there were two great teams, 
and as the commentators said over and over again, they are hungry for a                       
championship. Phoenix had never won one, and Milwaukee had not won one in 50 
years. The players played tired, thirsty, injured, etc. Why? Because they wanted to win. 
How badly do you want to achieve your God-given goals? How important is heaven to 
you? Everyone wants to hear at the end of life, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 
You can only hear those words if you have refused to do anything but press toward the 
mark of the high calling. We used to sing a song entitled “May the works I’ve done 
speak for me.” What would your works say if they spoke for you? Would they say lazy, 
cheap, inconsistent, or would they say loyal, committed, faithful? God does not grade 
on the curve. Make sure you live for Christ every day.  
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Week of December 13– December 19, 2021 

DECEMBER EMPHASIS:THANKING GOD FOR THE KINGDOM 

JOURNEY 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens can look back on the old year with gratitude while 
looking forward to the new year with great anticipation that the God who brought us 
thus far will reveal even greater things to us in the days ahead. Only God!!  

WORDS:  Looking back, Pressing on, Worthy, Blessing 

LESSON FIFTY-ONE: JOY TO THE WORLD 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:  

1. What are some things that bring you joy, naturally, and spiritually?  

2. What does the word JOY mean to you? 

3. The angels proclaimed good tidings of great joy. How can we be involved in helping 
bring JOY to the whole world? 

TEXT: LUKE 2:15-20 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: GOD’S SALVATION BRINGS GREAT JOY 

INTRODUCTION: For the Christian Church, Christmas is one of the high and holy 
days of the year. With the great commercialism of our time, we as the people of God 
cannot and must not allow this world’s system to steal both the meaning and the joy of 
Christmas. If we are not careful, we will accept the fact that it is Santa who brings joy 
and happiness. Why do we celebrate Christmas? Here are a few reasons from         
gotquestions.com: 1. Christians the world over celebrate Christmas in honor of the birth 
of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem. 2. We celebrate Christmas because, as the angel said, the 
birth of Jesus Christ is “good news.” 3. We celebrate Christmas because, as the angel 
said, “A Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” 4. In celebrating 
Christmas, we celebrate the Savior because we needed deliverance. 5. We celebrate 
Christmas with gift-giving because of the “indescribable gift” that God gave to us (2 
Corinthians 9:15).  For these and many other reasons, we need to celebrate the holy 
season and the holy day. Kingdom Citizens must not allow the world to dictate to them 
how to celebrate Christ. We must announce to all “Joy to the World; The Lord has 
come.”  

1. JOY COMES FROM OBEDIENCE (VV 15-16) 

“When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go 
to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us 
about.” They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the 
baby, lying in the manger.” (VV 15-16 NIV) As the people of God, we desire to          
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experience the joy of the Lord every day, and throughout the day, because as Nehemiah 
8:10b declares, “This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is 
your strength.” We need the strength that comes from God’s joy. And because of this 
need, then we must act as these shepherds did; we must be quick to obey what God has 
said. They hurried and found Mary and Joseph, and there was the baby.” When it comes 
to obeying the Lord, how quick are you to respond? OUR RESPONSE IS             
CONNECTED TO OUR JOY.  

2. JOY COMES FROM TELLING OTHERS ABOUT JESUS (VV 17-18)  

 

“After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the    
angel had said to them about this child.  All who heard the shepherds’ story were 
astonished,” (VV 17-18 NIV) What are you telling your family, friends, co-workers, 
and neighbors about Jesus? When you ask most people about their grandchildren, they 
will flip out pictures before you know it. Why do grandparents do this? They do this be-
cause grandchildren bring them great joy.  What about Jesus? Does he bring you great 
joy? How often do you talk about the Lord? “After seeing him, the shepherds told             
everyone.” To increase your joy, talk about the Lord Jesus more.  
 
3. JOY IS CONTAGIOUS (VV 19-20) 

 

“But Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often. The    
shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them.” (VV 19-20 NIV) So there is 
some really good stuff happening here. “But Mary kept all these things in her heart 
and thought about them often.” Another version says, she pondered these things in her 
heart. Mary may have thought about how people doubted her conception; she may have 
thought about the long trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem, or she may have thought about 
how unbelievable it was when the angel told her she would have a child by the Holy 
Spirit. She might have said as some of us would say, “When I think of the goodness of 
the Lord and all he has done for me, my soul cries out hallelujah . . . “The shepherds 
went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen.” Like the shepherds, we need to tell someone what has happened to you. They re-
joiced that God had kept His word.  What have you seen and what have you heard? 
What has the Lord done that causes you to praise and glorify Him?  

 

 

KINGDOM CITIZENS STIR THE JOY THAT IS ALREADY IN THEM BY 
MAKING KNOWN THE GREATNESS OF OUR GOD.  WE NEED TO 

TELL SOMEONE WHAT THE LORD HAS DONE.  
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Week of December 20– December 26, 2021 

DECEMBER EMPHASIS:THANKING GOD FOR THE KINGDOM 

JOURNEY 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens can look back on the old year with gratitude while 
looking forward to the new year with great anticipation that the God who brought us 
thus far will reveal even greater things to us in the days ahead. Only God!!  

WORDS:  Looking back, Pressing on, Worthy, Blessing 

LESSON FIFTY-TWO: LOOKING FORWARD TO THE OPPORTUNITIES OF 

A NEW YEAR 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. Why do we sometimes get stuck in the past? 

2. What are some things you need to lay aside in order to move forward? 

3. As you approach a new year, what is one thing you are asking of the Lord? 

TEXT: ISAIAH 43:18-21 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: KINGDOM CITIZENS EXPECTING GOD TO 
MOVE  

INTRODUCTION: For many of us, putting the past behind us is difficult, particularly 
if something hurt us or caused grief. From Nelson’s Complete Book of Bible Maps and 
Charts, Thomas Nelson outlines the book of Isaiah as follows, chapters 1-36, Judgment, 
37-39, Transition and 40-66, Hope. Said another way, 1-36, Prophetic, 37-39, Historic 
and 40-66, Messianic. So when we get to chapter 43, we are in the area of hope because 
of the Messiah. This was great news for Israel, and it should be great news for us.       
Because of the Messiah who has come, we should have great hope, regardless of the 
past. God is able to do a new thing; the call is not to linger on the past. At the end of 
2021, may I suggest you take a few minutes and write down some of the                      
disappointment, sorrows, hurts, and failures from 2021. Take a moment to pray and 
thank God you made it in spite of these circumstances. Then, either tear up the list or 
burn it in the fire. If possible, groups could meet together in a safe location and do this 
together in a time of praise, worship and thanksgiving.  Make it work for your group.  

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS MUST LEARN TO LET THINGS AND PEOPLE GO 
(V 18 NIV) 

“But forget all that— it is nothing compared to what I am going to do. (V 18 NIV) 
God’s call to Israel after much devastation, difficulty, and destruction is, “Forget all  
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that.” I have heard many stories about individuals in second marriages who cannot    
enjoy them because trust was violated in the first marriage. As one man said, “Please 
don’t make me pay for the mistakes of your first husband.” I had a difficult time at the 
end of a school year several years ago; nothing seemed to go right.  In the final analysis, 
I was moved to another school, I feel, against my will. However, the next year God 
placed me in a school with the most compassionate principal of my teaching career. We 
never know what God has in front of us until we are willing to let go of the past. His 
words are still, “Forget all that.”  If you hold on to the past, it has power over you. 

  

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS MUST KNOW THAT GOD IS GREATER THAN 
THEIR PAST   (VV 19-20 NIV) 

 

“For I am about to do something new.  See, I have already begun! Do you not see it? 
I will make a pathway through the wilderness. I will create rivers in the dry         
wasteland. The wild animals in the fields will thank me, the jackals and owls, too, for 
giving them water in the desert. Yes, I will make rivers in the dry wasteland so my   
chosen people can be refreshed.” (VV 19-20) For some the words, ‘about to do    
something new’ is scary. As people, we can become used to anything. It's amazing what 
we can endure once we condition our minds to it. Those words ‘about to do something 
new’ should excite us. They present us with the possibility to move to a new place, 
begin a new relationship, work a new job, or buy a new house. When God is about to do 
something new, the possibilities are endless. These verses remind us that when God 
does something new, barren places can bear fruit, dead places can come alive, and 
closed doors can be opened. And there is joy; I love the  words, “The wild animals in 
the fields will thank me. . .” I suppose animals have a praise as well;  birds do make a 
melody to their Maker. Embrace the newness to see what God still has in store for you.  

 

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS MUST KNOW THAT THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT       
(V 21 NIV) 

 

“I have made Israel for myself, and they will someday honor me before the whole 
world.” (V 21) In spite of all that has happened to the nation of Israel, God reminds 
them that they have a future. For some, life has been really tough, the past two years 
have been unbelievable, and yet the Word of the Lord says, you have a future. God’s 
promise of Israel’s renewal is a principle we can apply to our lives. What promises has 
God spoken to your heart in 2022? No way is the situation worse than what Israel has 
been through, and she is given these words, “I have made Israel for myself, and they 
will someday honor me before the whole world.” God is a God of promise. Israel was 
His special people in the Old Testament, and the Church (Jews and Gentiles) are His 
special people today. Each of us is included in the promises of God. Live Expectantly!  
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QUARTER 4: OCTOBER-NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 

OCTOBER 3 ------- NO ROOM FOR IDLENESS 

OCTOBER 10 ------- GIVING PLEASES GOD 

OCTOBER 17 ------- THE VALUE OF SAVING 

OCTOBER 24 ------- SPENDING WISELY 

OCTOBER 31 ------- THE VALUE OF WISE INVESTING 

NOVEMBER 7 ------- THE PROPER APPROACH FOR OUR             

PETITIONS 

NOVEMBER 14 ------- BEING GRATEFUL TO EACH OTHER  

NOVEMBER 21 ------- GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD 

NOVEMBER 28 ------- THANKING GOD FOR MY JOURNEY 

DECEMBER 5 ------- A GOD WORTHY OF PRAISE 

DECEMBER 12 ------- PRESSING ON 

DECEMBER 19 ------- JOY TO THE WORLD 

DECEMBER 26 ------- LOOKING FORWARD TO THE                       

OPPORTUNITIES OF A NEW YEAR 


